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     I hope you and your families are safe and well during these trying times as we deal with  
COVID -19.  Although City Hall is closed, Public Works Director Ric Long and City Clerk Shari 
Buehler are still reporting to work, doing the city business as usual while trying to follow 
recommendations set forth by the Governor of Iowa.  A big “thank you” to council members 
Perry Smith and Arlene Sampson, along with Clerk Shari Buehler, for all their hard work 
continuing the more than 50 year old Alleman tradition of an Easter Egg Hunt.  There were 55 
families that got into their cars and drove the Easter Bunny Drive Thru for treat bags on 
Saturday April 11.  
 
     The City of Alleman is still facing a huge problem with our streets.  It’s simple to see the 
increased traffic on our streets.  Alleman has no or very little money to spend on street repairs. 
While pot-holes have been filled by Alleman Public Works Director Ric Long, the streets were 
last resurfaced over 10 years ago.  While Alleman meets its obligations, and is trying to pay off 
long term debt, there is little money left over for major street repairs such as total resurfacing.  
 
     The skyrocketing cost of asphalt is a real problem.  A huge influx of vehicle traffic, heavy 
busses and Iowa winters also contribute to the problem.  The issue of street resurfacing can not 
be put off much longer. As your mayor, I have studied how other cities deal with their streets 
searching for solutions for Alleman.  I have come to the conclusion and will be guiding the city 
council to put in place a funding stream that is very close to constant, that we can count on for 
our street repairs for years to come.  
 
     Alleman City Council and I will be asking you, our citizens, to support a franchise fee on our 
gas and electric bills.  To do this, the city council will need to vote and pass a proposal of 1 to 
5% franchise fees on electric and gas bills for all Alleman homes.  We will hold public hearings, 
by law, to get residents input on this proposal. Attached is a list of Central Iowa cities and their 
present franchise fees.  The need to repair our streets is so severe I will be asking the council to 
approve a 5% franchise fee.  I believe a 5% franchise fee will net Alleman 12 to 20 k per year. 
Remember, every penny collected will be spent on asphalt for the streets of Alleman.  As an 
example, my budget billing for Mid American is $250.00 per month.  A 5% increase will raise my 
bill by $12.50 to a total of $262.50 for gas and electric per month.  
 
Another area I would like to make changes, for the good of Alleman, is the operating of our old 
well and water tower.  For the past five years an average of 1.4 million gallons of non drinkable 
water has been used by the North Polk School System to water the jr high football field, 
baseball and softball fields at no charge.  In 2017, 2018 and 2019 alone an average of 4.5 
million gallons were used for watering just the school's athletic fields.  This must stop and will 
stop. I will be asking the superintendent and school board for 30k per year for the use of this 
water.  



 
     While this sounds like a lot of money per year, all the money collected will be used to buy 
asphalt for our streets, which again are heavily used by the busses, the entire North Polk School 
system, and our residents.  This is the only way we can get the help we need to maintain our 
streets.  Ankeny, Polk City, Elkhart, Sheldahl and rural residents visit the school - but Alleman 
has to maintain the streets.  Alleman gets no tax money to maintain the streets that they all 
drive on. I believe this is fair for everyone in the entire school district.  
 
When these two programs are in place, the franchise fees and rent for water use, I will be 
asking for residents of Alleman to volunteer to work with me on a board to determine which 
streets need repaired first; where the biggest problems exist.  The board, of five to ten citizens, 
will generate a plan to best start making our streets top-notch.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, I am available anytime.  You are welcome to stop by my home or call me if you have 
questions or concerns.  All of my contact information can be found on-line at allemaniowa.org  
There is also now a place on allemaniowa.org to sign up for Alleman news delivered to you by 
email.  Please sign up and pass that information along to your neighbors.  We would like to 
have every household in Alleman receive information directly from the city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Central Iowa Communities with Franchise Fees 
 

Altoona 5% both gas and electric 
 
Ankeny 2% both gas and electric 
 
Clive 5% both gas and electric 
 
Colfax 5% both gas and electric 
 
Des Moines 5% both gas and electric 
 
Huxley 3% both gas and electric 
 
Madrid 1% both gas and electric 
 
Maxwell 2% both gas and electric 
 
 


